STATE  COUrCIL  OF  CIVIL  DEFEIISE 
MAIN  CIPITOL  BUILDrwG 
HAFJIISBUFG,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Mai-  10,  1956 


INFCRMTION  CIRCUIAR  NO,  72 


PUBLIC  RELSilSE  DATS;  TUPSDAY,  FAY  22,  1956 


STATEWIDE  Cr/IL  DEFENSE  TEST  - JUNE  1956 


PART  I - GENERAL  INFORMATION 


1*  The  State  Conncil  of  Civil  Defense,  under  authority  provided  in 


Section  U of  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  Act  of  1951,  P*L,  28,  as  amended, 
has  scheduled  a statewide  civil  defense  test  to  be  held  at  an  unannounced  time 
during  the  period  June  1 through  10,  1956, 


2,  The  primaiy  purposes  of  the  June  1956  test  will  be: 

A,  To  further  test  county  and  local  plans  for  "fan  out"  of 
attack  warnings 5 

B*  To  provide  the  general  public  with  an  opportunity  to  learn 
to  recognize  the  newly  prescribed  attack  warning,  or  "public 
action",  signals  5 and 

C,  To  further  test  public  reaction  to  "surprise"  sounding  of 
attack  warning  signals. 


The  test  also  will  serve  as  a partial  rehearsal  for  the  nationwide  civil  defense 
test,  "Operation  Alert  1956",  scheduled  to  be  held  the  latter  part  of  July, 


3,  In  brief,  the  general  nature  of  the  June  test  will  be  as  follows; 

Simulated  "Yellow",  "Red"  and  '"//hite"  warnings  will  be  transmitted 
over  the  bell-and-lights  system  at  previously  undisclosed  tim.es 
betvreen  midnight  Thursday,  May  31,  and  midnight  Sunday,  June  10, 
1956,  both  times  Eastern  Standard,  Upon  receipt,  county  and  local 
ci’^l  defense  organizations  will  be  expected  to  "fan  out"  the 
warnings,  to  mobilize  those  forces  required  for  emergency  traffic 
conti’ol  and  similar  activities  and  to  supervise  a "duck  and  cover" 
drill  carried  out  the  public  at  large. 


Details  of  the  test,  including  "fan  out"  of  warnings,  traffic  control  measures, 
etc, , are  to  be  carried  oat  in  essentially  the  sane  maxmer  as  in  tne  October  195U 
statein.de  test,  described  in  Information  Circular  No,  53,  dated  September  13,  195A 


PART  II  - TEST  VJARNIIvI}  SIGI'Ii'iLS  AI®  ASSUI'SD  I-EANING3 
U»  The  three  test  warning  signals  (one  "Yelj.ow",  one  "Red."  and  one 


"Wliite")  to  be  sent  out  over  the  bell-and-lights  system  at  prc  »/ious''y  undisclosed 
tii'aes  betvieen  nddiiight  Thursday,  May  31,  and  midnight  Sunday,  June  10,  1956,  to- 
gether 1'O.th  their  assumed  meanings,  are  as  follows: 


# 


# m 

4*  One  simulated  ♦♦Yellovr**  signal,  consisting  of  thirty  (30)  seconds 
of  ’*Blue”  immediately  followed  by  sixty  (60)  seconds  of  "Yellow", 

The  "Yellow"  test  signal  shall  be  taken  to  mean  that  several 
large  flights  of  hostile  aircraft  have  just  been  sighted  moving 
southward  over  Canada,  at  points  between  300  and  hOO  miles 
north  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  "attack  is  probable", 

B*  One  simulated  "Red"  signal,  consisting  of  thirty  (30)  seconds 
of  "Blue"  immediateljr  followed  by  sixty  (60)  seconds  of  "Red", 


The  "Red"  test  signal  shall  be  taken  to  mean  that  "attack  on 
Pennsylvania  communities  is  imminent"  and  may  come  within  five 
to  ten  minutes, 

0,  One  simulated  •’White",  or  "All  Clear",  signal,  consisting  of 

thirty  (30)  seconds  of  "Blue"  immediately  followed  by  sixty  (60) 
seconds  of  "White", 

The  "White",  or  "All  Clear",  test  signal  shall  be  taken  to  mean 
that  the  air  is  clear  of  hostile  aircraft  and  that  "further 
attack  is  improbable", 

5,  Should  standard,  60*secQnd  "Yellow",  "Red"  or  "White"  signals  not 
immediately  preceded  by  thirty  (30)  seconds  of  "Blue"  be  received  on  the  bell-and» 
lights  system  at  any  time  between  midnight  Thursday,  May  3l,  and  midnight  Sunday, 
June  10,  19^6,  they  shall  be  accepted  as  "true",  or  actual,  warnings,  as  con- 
trasted to  simulated,  or  test,  warnings,  and  appropriate  action  promptly  shall 
be  initiated  by  all  concerned. 


PART  III  - ACTION  TO  BE  INITIATED  UPON  RECEIPT  OP  TEST  WARNING  SIGNALS 


6,  Upon  receipt,  county  and  local  civil  defense  organizations  shall 
"fan  out"  each  of  the  three  (3)  simulated  warning  signals  described  in  Paragraph  U, 
above.  This  should  be  done  in  accordance  with  established  "fan  out"  plans  and 

in  general  conformity  with  all  pertinent  provisions  of  Information  Circular  No.  53, 
dated  September  13,  195U, 

7,  Following  receipt  of  the  simulated  "Yellow"  warning,  county  and 
local  civil  defense  organizations  shall  mobilize  such  forces  as  may  be  necessary 
effectively  to  "control"  the  self -protection  activities  described  in  Paragraph  9, 
below. 


8,  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  simulated  '.'Red"  warning,  those 
individuals  assigned  responsibility  for  public  sounding  of  sirens,  horns  and 
X'Thistles  shall  sound  the  standard  "Take  Cover"  signal.  This  signal  shall  be  a 
three-minute  wailing,  or  "warbling",  of  sirens  or  a three-minute  series  of  short 
blasts  on  horns  or  whistles,  or  a combination  of  the  two,  (For  detailed  infor- 
mation concerning  the  "Take  Cover"  signal,  see  Information  Circular  No,  71, 
dated  May  U,  1956,) 

9,  Just  as  soon  as  public  sounding  of  the  "Take  Cover"  signal  is  heard  ‘ 
and  recognized,  county  and  local  civil  defense  forces,  assisted  by  county  and 
local  police  authorities,  shall  bring  highway  traffic  to  a halt,  direct  the 
pUDlic  to  '-take  cover"  and  then  "take  cover"  themselves,  all  in  general  accordance 
with  the  assumed  meaning  of  the  signal  as  set  forth  in  Sub-paragraph  U B,  above. 

The  procedures  followed  in  halting  traffic  and  directing  tne  public  to  shelter 
shall  be  in  general  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Information  Circulars 

Nos,  U3  and  50,  dated  September  8,  1953  and  May  lU,  195U,  respectively, 

10,  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  the  simulated  "White"  warning,  those 
individuals  responsible  for  public  sounding  of  sirens,  horns  and  whistles  shall 
sound  a standard  "Alert"  signal.  This  signal  shall  be  a steady  blast  of  sirens. 
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horns  or  whistles  lasting  from  three  (3)  to  five  (5)  minutes,  (For  detailed  in- 
formation concerning  the  "Take  Cover"  signal,  see  Information  Circular  Wo,  71, 
dated  May  U,  1956,) 

11.  Just  as  soon  as  public  sounding  of  the  "Alert"  signal  is  heard  and 
recognized,  highvray  traffic  may  resuiae  movement  and  members  of  the  general  public 
may  resume  their  normal  pursuits.  Once  public  activities  have  returned  to  normal, 
civil  defense  forces  may  be  demobilized. 

12,  In  connection  with  public  sounding  of  the  "Alert"  signal  as  provided 
in  Paragraph  10,  above.  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  strongly  are 
urged  to  test  their  planned  methods  for  the  dissemination  of  associated  emergency 
information  and  instructions  (see  Paragraphs  8 and  17  of  Information  Circular 

No.  71,  dated  May  U,  1956.)  In  this  particular  case,  the  information  and  in- 
structions disseminated  should  be  roughl;^’-  as  follovis;  "Attention,  everyone.  This 
is  a special  civil  defense  message.  ’Condition  I-Jhite* , or  'All  Clear',  is  nov7  in 
effect  and  everyone  may  resume  normal  pursuits" , 


Pi’JlT  IV  - SPECIAL  TEST  REGULATIONS 


13 .  Should  actual  threat  of  attack  require  public  sounding  of  "true" 
"Alert"  or  "Take  Cover"  signals  at  any  time  between  midnight  Thursday,  May  31, 
and  midnight  Sunday,  June  10,  1956,  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors  shall 
use  emergency  radio  broadcast  and  all  oche r available  means  to  inform  the  public, 
as  promptly  as  humanly  possible,  of  the  fact  that  the  ^^^arnings  sounded  are  "true" 
and  that  everyone  must  act  accordingly. 

lii.  During  the  period  June  1 through  June  10,  1956,  only  one  (1)  "Take 
Cover"  and  one  (1)  "Alert"  signal  shall  be  publicly  sounded  on  sirens,  horns  or 
whistles  for  test  purposes.  Furthermore,  these  shall  be  sounded  only  upon  re- 
ceipt of  the  simulated  "Red"  and  "VJhite"  warnings,  as  prescribed  in  Paragraphs  8 
and  10,  above. 

15*  Public  sounding  of  the  "Take  Cover"  and  "Alert"  signals  as  provided 
in  Paragraphs  8 and  10,  above,  shall  not  be  preceded  by  any  special  soundings 
designed  to  indicate  that  they  are  "test",  as  differentiated  from  "true",  sig- 
nals. The  reasons  for  this  are  twofold.  In  the  first  place,  during  the  period 
June  1 through  10,  1956,  both  civil  defense  forces  and  the  public  should  act  in 
basically  the  same  manner  regardless  of  whether  the  signals  sounded  be  "true"  or 
"test".  Secondly,  in  order  to  facilitate  public  recognition  of  the  "Alert"  and 
"Take  Cover"  signals,  it  is  deem.ed  unwise  to  complicate  their  differentiation  by 
advance  sounding  of  any  "test  indicators". 

16.  In  order  not  to  detract  from  Operation  Alert  1956,  County  and  Local 
Civil  Defense  Directors  shall  generally  limit  county  and  local  test  activities 
to  those  herein  prescribed.  There  shall  be  no  added  activities  or  demonstrations 
of  major  proportions. 


PART  V - RELATED  BIFORMATION 


17.  In  view  of  the  warning  signal  change  prescribed  in  Information 
Circular  No.  71,  dated  May  Ij.,  1956,  County  and  Local  Civil  Defense  Directors 
strongly  are  urged  carefully  to  review  with  all  responsible  individuals  the  exact 
procedures  to  be  followed  in  public  sounding  of  both  the  "Alert"  and  "Take  Cover" 
signals.  In  this  connection,  stress  should  be  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  "Alert" 
may  sometimes  be  sounded  during  "Condition  Yellow",  but  that  in  the  June  1956 
test,  the  "Take  Cover"  is  the  first  signal  to  be  publicly  sounded  and  that  it  is 
not  to  be  sounded  until  receipt  of  the  "Red"  warning,  which  will  follow  some  time 
after  the  first,  or  "Yellow",  test  warning. 

18.  County  and  Local  Directors  are  requested  to  join  xd.th  the  State 
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Council  of  Civil  D?rense  in  a widespread  publicity  progRir.  relating  to  the 
June  1956  test.  In  this  connection,  it  is  suggested  that  emphasis  be  laid  on 
the  "new"  warning  signals  and  the  consequent  importance  of  full  public  partic- 
ipation in  the  test. 

19.  Follovdng  the  June  test,  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  will 
appreciate  receiving  from  County  and  Local  Directors,  through  established 
channels,  comments  and  press  reports  relating  to  the  test.  Information  con- 
cerning means  locally  developed  for  use  in  the  discemination  of  information 
and  instructions  associated  vdth  public  sounding  of  the  new  "Alert"  signal  will 
be  of  particular  interest  and  may  prove  suitable  for  use  in  the  "Keystone 
Defender", 


Richard  Gerstell 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 


- . 


«• 


